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EUSALP, the fourth EU macro-regional strategy, was set
up to meet the major challenges that require a com-
mon response in the Alpine Region, to stimulate an
innovative and sustainable model of development,
to promote growth and employment and at the same
time to valorise the natural and cultural resources of
the area.

EUSALP now has a new website (http://www.alpine-re-
gion.eu) in line with these objectives, in order to provide
useful information and tools for governments and for
regions, for administrators and stakeholders but also
to create direct dialogue with the 80 million people li-
ving in 48 regions and 7 countries, 5 of which are EU
Member States (Austria, France, Germany, Italy and Slo-
venia) as well as Liechtenstein and Switzerland.
The web site will provide up-to-date information on EU-
SALP and the activities of the 9 Action Groups, on pro-
jects with direct impact on territories, on the programme
of meetings and events organized throughout the Macro-
region by various stakeholders.

The focus will be on issues that emerged from the survey
conducted in 2014 and which formed the core content of
the EUSALP Action Plan: growth and innovation, re-
search and training, transport, connectivity and com-
munications, protection of the environment, sustai-
nable use of resources.

The site allows users to play an active part in processes
by asking the various Action Groups questions and sen-
ding possible suggestions, subscribing to the newsletter,
sharing information through their own social networks.
The EUSALP online environment is designed to grow over
time: in the coming months it will be enhanced with the
provision of dynamic mapping tools, interactive info-
graphic representation of data and results and publica-
tions on various issues and strategies.

Eusalp website

Unimont is part of the Associazione Temporanea di
Scopo as a higher education provider for the course in
Education and Higher Technical Training (Istruzione e For-
mazione Tecnica Superiore (IFTS) in Techniques for
the promotion of tourism products and services with
attention to local resources, opportunities and events
- local and organic products and rural tourism.

The course, organized by IMIBERG Bergamo as the lead
agency, is a great opportunity for young people under 29,
who have completed their high school training with a High
School diploma or Technical vocational training certifica-
tion, to acquire skills and improve their career prospects.
The course aims to train experts in the sustainable deve-
lopment of the organic sector, for the management of the
supply of organic products through direct relationships
with producers and to develop agrifood potential for the
development of tourism through events, marketing, pro-
motion, ethical purchasing groups and projects related to
the primary sector.

The course also aims to increase opportunities for sustai-
nable development in agriculture, hotels and local activi-
ties.

Besides UNIMONT, the IFTS courses bring together part-
ners from the worlds of high school and further education,
vocational training and the entrepreneurial sector. This
allows an innovative teaching approach, in line with the
actual needs of the labour market and comprehensive in
terms of content and methodologies.

Website

ClIA-Italian Farmers has decided to award, for the third
consecutive year, the "GIUSEPPE POLITI" prize for a
degree thesis in Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences to celebrate forty years of activity.
The Prize is for a total of € 5,000.00 (five thou-
sand) gross of tax for a student who has discussed a ma-
ster's/specialist degree thesis during the 2015/2016 aca-
demic year. Applications can be made from 1st February
2017 to 31st March 2017 and the selection of the winner,
by a Scientific Committee, will be made public (on the
website www.cia.it ) from 1st June 2017. For more in-
formation on how to apply please visit the web-
site www.cia.it
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The Unione Nazionale Comuni Comunita Enti Mon-
tani (UNCEM) - National Union of Mountain Municipalities,
Communities and Organizations (UNCEM) - Piedmont De-
legation will award a prize for the best thesis on issues
related to the development of mountainous
areas, with particular reference to smart and green is-
sues for the benefit of Alpine territories as part of the pro-
ject entitled "SMART VALLEY AND GREEN COMMU-
NITY" supported by CRT and CRC Foundations.
The Award is open to students living in Piedmont and/or
who have attended degree courses at one of the univer-
sities based in Piedmont.
Students must have discussed their dissertation at the
end of a bachelor’s, master’s or post-graduate course in
the period between 1%t April 2016 and 15% April 2017.
The award rewards study activities carried out for a thesis
and aims to encourage new graduates’ interest in re-
search and in-depth analysis of issues related to the de-
velopment of mountain areas.

ption of those strong trees able to cross all barriers and
survive all conditions; almost a demonstration, and a
hope, that in life there are no limits.

60 HOURSon campus and virtual classroom
6th March - 24th May 2017
ENROLMENT DEADLINE 9 FEBRUARY 2017

The course, for which timetable and contents are now
available, will be held by university professors, experts
and professionals from many sectors and disciplinary ap-
proaches in order to provide students with an updated and
detailed background regarding the latest development
prospects in this key area. The lectures, delivered on
campus or via virtual classroom, will begin on 6™ March
and will usually be held on Mondays and Wednesdays in

two hour modules (14:00-18:00 or 16:00-18:00). The in-
troductory lesson will be held by the two organizational
managers of the course: Anna Giorgi, Director of the
Centre of Applied Studies for the Sustainable Mana-
gement and Protection of Mountain Areas
GE.S.DI.MONT and Leader of Action Group 1 of the Eu-
ropean Strategy for the Alpine Region, will provide a
framework on tourism as a growth sector as part of
the cooperation strategies at an Alpine macro-regio-
nal level, while Antonella Capriello, of the Department
of Business Management and Environment at the Univer-
sity of Eastern Piedmont will introduce Tourism Marke-
ting and Management in Mountain areas.
The following lessons will be held by Gianfranco Spi-
nelli and Davide Porporato (University of Eastern Pied-
mont) on the topic of Sustainable Tourism from an eco-
nomic and social viewpoint; Franco Brevini (University
of Bergamo and Corriere della Sera), who will deal
with cultural heritage as a resource for tourism in
mountain areas; lida Vagge (University of Milan), whose
lecture will deal with landscape as a resource for tou-
rism; Stefania Cerutti (University of Eastern Piedmont),
who will describe initiatives and projects of organiza-
tion and planning of territories; Roberto Mag-
gioni (Maggioni Tourist Marketing) on Marketing and
promotion of tourism, who will provide a series
of examples and case studies regarding international
best practices.

Giovanni Vassena and Pietro Beretta (Pearls of the
Alps) will talk about strategic marketing as part of tou-
rism in villages and will discuss cases and experien-
ces in the Alps; Flavia Cellerino (Celeber SRL) will deal
with slow tourism, tourism for walkers, on the hidden
culture of rural areas; Alessandro Meinardi (ERSAF
and Stelvio National Park) will describe tourism in natu-
ral parks, and in particular the example of the Stelvio Na-
tional Park; llaria Tonetto (Agenzia comunicazione
Koiné) and Marianna Vianello (Progetto KID pass) will
describe the types of tourism dedicated to children,
with examples of strategic projects and means of com-
munication for welcoming children and families.
Tobias Luthe (University of Chur and School of Sustai-
nable Tourism, Ostana) will give a presentation in English
dedicated to the resilience of tourism to climate
change; then there will be speeches by Claudio Smira-
glia (University of Milan), who will explore the theme



of glaciers and their use in the context of Alpine tourism,
pointing out possible new risks and opportunities in high
mountains; Maurizio Droli (adjunct lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Udine and the University of Milan-Bicocca), will
speak about the idea of albergo diffuso, proposing mo-
dels and good practices; Antonella Capriello (University
of Eastern Piedmont) will speak on the theme of silver
tourism, and Giulio Senes (University of Milan) will pro-
vide a contribution regarding historic routes, ancient
railways and routes on foot. Further topics and spea-
kers are planned: for further information about course
contents, applications and enrolment see the dedicated
web page. Applications must be submitted by 9" Fe-
bruary 2017 Download the brochure

The Mountain University - University of Milan and the
University of Eastern Piedmont, in collaboration
with Assorifugi Lombardia, are launching a contest on
the Facebook page of the Mountain University. To take
part just follow these simple steps:
1) go to the Mountain University Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/universitadellamonta-
gna/?ref=ts&fref=ts

2) share the event “Sustainable Tourism for Mountain
areas” https://www.fa-
cebook.com/events/215539048895822/

3) send a photo or a video showing what Sustainable
Tourism for Mountain areas means to
you to corso.edolo@unimi.it specifying re: “Sustai-
nable Tourism Contest”

The photos and videos will be evaluated by our experts
and prizes wil be awarded in March
For the first 3 winners, thanks to Assorifugi, three fanta-
stic surprises to discover sustainable tourism in the
mountains!  Good luck to all participants!
Deadline for sending photos and video: 20" February,
2017 Download the flyer

Each year the University of Milan organizes meetings to
raise awareness among potential undergraduates as to
the educational facilities and degree programs provided,

allowing students to find out more about the courses avai-
lable and University facilities. The presentation meeting of
Food and Agricultural Sciences courses is scheduled for
14" February, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. - ROOM CO03 - VIA L.
MANGIAGALLI 25 / VIA G. CELORIA 2 MILAN.

The Mountain University constantly monitors calls that
can be of interest for mountain areas in a regional, na-
tional and international context, providing information for
planners. It is interested in all those who wish to propose
quality projects covering topics of interest. The University
also offers Advanced Courses in basic and advanced Pro-
ject Management for all those who want to pursue a ca-
reer in mountain planning.

The Mountain University constantly updates the section
dedicated to mountain legislation, where professionals,
administrators and researchers can find analytical refe-
rences and laws regarding mountain areas promulgated
at provincial, regional, national and European levels.

One of the main objectives of the Mountain University in
2017 is to enlarge its active network of organizations
which promote a new approach to mountain areas, no
longer seen as marginal but as key players in future de-
velopment, encouraging change which can impact on the
future of the whole world, in terms of environmental su-
stainability and attention to communities.

The “Antennas project” represents an important part of
this network.

An "Antenna" is an organization which undertakes to:
e stream seminars on various issues related to
mountain areas using a virtual platform;
e comply with UNIMONT’s technical requirements
in order to ensure the quality of broadcasting;
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e promote their own monthly conference pro-
gramme with UNIMONT;

e receive and disseminate news and activities re-
lating to the "Antennas" network locally;

e involve others in the area interested in joining
and promoting the "Antennas" network.

An internship is available starting March 2017 for the
evaluation of the production and quality levels
of BIONDA DELL'ADAMELLO GOAT milk at the Breed
Improvement Centre at Fresine (BS). The objective is
to follow lactation of about thirty goats, with weekly
visits, collecting samples and taking various measure-
ments (milking speed, ingestion of food, grazing be-
haviour, cheese yield). The internship is open to 2 stu-
dents, car essential. Supervising lecturer: prof. Al-
berto Tamburini

The internship will be carried out during 2017 and will
involve the evaluation of pastures and meadows used
for a Highland cattle "cow-calf line" farm in Val
Brembana. The objective is to monitor the quantita-
tive and qualitative availability of meadow and pasture
grass and the number of animals in order to evaluate
the sustainability and environmental impact of the
breeding farm. Students interested, who should be
from the Val Brembana (BG) area and have their own
car, will have to carry out surveys regarding the flori-
stic characterization of meadows and pastures, live-
stock management, and business operations. Stu-
dents must be able to carry out floristic relevés (course
of Agronomy). Supervising lecturer: prof. Alberto
Tamburini

Two very important species that inspire both en-
thusiasm and controversy are returning to the Orobie
Bergamasche Alps: the bear and the wolf. The con-
flict between large carnivores and livestock acti-
vities is a major cause of the persecution carried
out by man against predators. The reduction of poten-
tial damage can be achieved through the adoption of
preventive measures such as using guard dogs to de-
fend domestic livestock, fencing in animals and sur-
veillance by the shepherd. Dissertations/internships
and recognition of credits are available for university
students.

The project involves training and then a period in a
mountain farmstead (minimum 1 week - maximum 3
months) to provide knowledge and practical help in the
field in all aspects of the shepherds’ activities. Stu-
dents will provide expertise and best practices on is-
sues regarding the conservation of ecosystems while
shepherds will provide their experience and know-
ledge of the local area.

Download the flyer

Download the application form

ERSAF seeks managers for Rosello di Sopra refuge,
in the Municipality of Esine (BS) at 1720 m in the Val-
grigna Forest; the refuge is easily accessible (with off-
road vehicles from Plan di Montecampione in approxi-
mately 4.5 km) not only for providing accommodation
and food for hikers but also for educational activities.
The deadline for replying to the expression of interest
notice published on the ERSAF site is 31%'January. ER-
SAF will carry out a restricted procedure for the award
of the refuge for three years. The minimum fee is EUR
3,000 per year. For more information click here

There are many calls open regarding jobs and the ma-
nagement of mountain buildings, refuges or pastures
on the website of the Ente Regionale per i Servizi
all'Agricoltura e alle Foreste. We invite you to perio-
dically visit the dedicated page to stay up-to-date on
job searches in ERSAF. Download the call
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Lombardy Region and UNIMONT signed an agreement
aimed at fostering local and area networking activi-
ties in order to facilitate the promotion of research, trai-
ning, experimentation and study activities for the deve-
lopment and enhancement of mountain areas in line with
European and national processes on 14" December
2016. The agreement will facilitate the planning and
promotion of study, research and training activities,
also within European programs and funds, to be car-
ried out in close collaboration with the Lombardy Re-
gion, and will allow sectors strategic for the economic
development of Lombardy mountain areas to be streng-
thened.

The agreement will facilitate:

e Technology transfer to promote business de-
velopment, particularly for young entrepreneurs
in mountain areas;

e The development, promotion and set up of infor-
mation dissemination and training activi-
ties in strategic sectors for the economic deve-
lopment of mountain areas and the identification
and promotion of good practices and support ac-
tivities;

e Adequate provision and dissemination of
knowledge on mountain issues, on program-
mes and measures for funding activities and,
in support of the application of regional policies
for the development of mountain areas, in parti-
cular provision of up-to-date information regar-
ding legislation and regional, national and Euro-
pean calls, especially those related to innovative
businesses and youth entrepreneurship, inclu-
ding in the agricultural and rural sector;

¢ Planning and activation of capacity building
measures for local government institutions re-

garding the training, continuing professional de-
velopment and improvement of human resour-
ces, policy formulation processes and the orga-
nization and management structures of such or-
ganizations.

These paths can also be undertaken through the use
of online tools and methods as well as thanks to the ca-
pitalization of educational experiences provided to date.
This recognition is another confirmation of the quality
and excellence of the work that the Mountain Univer-
sity, the Edolo Gampus of the University of Milan, is
currently providing to highlight that mountains are places
full of resources and opportunities, no longer margina-
lized, but the new frontier of modern development mo-
dels.

More than 200 innovators together with the administra-
tors of the Alto Oltrepo Pavese will be working on deve-
lopment in the Lombardy Appennines. The joint plan-
ning phase involves local institutions, the Lombardy Re-
gion and the National Committee for Internal areas for the
construction of the National Strategy for Internal Areas
" Lombardy Apennines - Alto Oltrepo Pavese".

Work involving local institutions started in early January
2017and will last for about 9 months, with technical sup-
port from the MOUNTAIN UNIVERSITY confirmed by
the Comunita Montana dell’Oltrepo Pavese. The Natio-
nal Strategy for Internal Areas "Lombardy Apennines -
Alto Oltrepo Pavese” was launched on 10" January 2017
in Varzi (PV) in the presence of Ugo Parolo, Undersecre-
tary to the Presidency in charge of Relations with the Re-
gional Council, Policies for Mountain Areas, Alpine Macro-
region (Eusalp), Quattro Motori per I'Europa and Program-
mazione negoziata as well as Giovanni Carrosio mem-
ber of the National Technical Committee for Internal
Areas. The meeting launching the joint planning of the Na-
tional Internal Areas Strategy was characterized, as poin-
ted out during the opening ceremony by the Mayor of the
Lead Municipality of Varzi Gianfranco Alberti, by great in-
volvement and participation of all local stakeholders and
is a demonstration of the strong will to work as a team to
meet the challenge of creating a strong and concrete de-
velopment strategy for the Alto Oltrepo Pavese area.
These first months of work will start by analysing the
current situation and listening to local viewpoints in
order to define expected results as well as an overall vi-
sion to reverse the current critical trends (depopulation,
ageing, hydrogeological instability, loss of internal and ex-



ternal networks, material and immaterial depletion, inac-
cessibility of environmental and cultural assets, abando-
nment of agricultural and production activities) and will
finish by creating a final development strategy together
with the Lombardy Region and the National Committee for
Internal Areas. The challenge has started, it’s time to get
to work!

6 febbraio 2017 - ore 17:00

7 February 2017 - 3.30 p.m.

21 February 2017 - 3.30 p.m.

13 March 2017 - 5.00 p.m.

Massimiliano Schwarz - Berner Fachhocschule-
Hochschule fiir Agrar-, Forts- und Lebensmittelwis-
senschaften held the conference "Importance of fo-

rest protection and bio-engineering works in hydro-
geological risk areas " on Tuesday 24™ January 2017 in
the Main Hall of the Mountain University in Edolo.

CONTENTS:

Mountain forests have long been used by man also as a
form of protection against natural hazards, especially
landslides, debris flows, rock falls and avalanches.
The protective function of forests in case of hydrogeolo-
gical instability is linked, in particular, to the action of the
roots that are able to mechanically strengthen the soil
and reduce moisture content. The quantification of these
effects and forest management to maximize such effects
was, and is, the subject of extensive research. At the
same time plants can be used, alone or in combination
with inert materials, in works to prevent and mitigate
hydrogeological instability as part of bioengineering pro-
jects combining the need for both safety and quality of the
environment and the landscape. The conference addres-
sed issues related to the role of plants, both from a fore-
stry and a bio-engineering work point of view.
Click to see the recording

“Building a Meta-Network”, with a special fo-
cus  on“Tourism and circular economy”
13th January 2017 - Ostana, Valle Po, Piedmont Italy
The third symposium of the Sustainable Mountain
Tourism Alliance was held in Ostana (Cuneo) and fo-
cused on the ltalian mountains in relation to
neighbouring countries (France, Switzerland, Au-
stria). After the first international symposium in Chur in
2015 and the second in Chamonix in 2016, the third sym-
posium in Ostana brought together Italian partners with
the representatives of other Alpine countries in order to
foster international exchange among those engaged in
the field of sustainable development.

FOCUS

A specific focus was dedicated to good sustainability
practices and the opportunity to create a resilient moun-
tain economy. Emanuela Zilio, UNIMONT researcher,
was present together with experts working in the tourism
sector, regional and local administrators, representatives
of associations and non-governmental organizations, uni-
versities and research centres, professionals working in
agriculture, forestry, the service sector, renewable
energy, transport.
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Giupponi L., Bischetti G.B., Giorgi A., (2017). "Vegetation ana-
lysis and estimation of forest reconstitution time in protec-
ted areas of Val Camonica (Southern Alps) where a com-
mercial mixture of seeds was sown". Eco.mont 9(1): 22-29.
Read the text

Giupponi L., Giorgi A. (2016). "Effetti di un incendio sulla ve-
getazione di un versante montuoso delle Prealpi Bergama-
sche". Rivista del Museo Civico di Scienze Naturali "E. Caffi" di
Bergamo 29: 3-20. Read the text

Chiaradia E.A., Vergani C., Bischetti G.B. (2016). "Evaluation
of the effects of three European forest types on slope sta-
bility by field and probabilistic analyses and their implica-
tions for forest management. Forest Ecology and Manage-
ment". 370: 114-129. DOI:10.1016/j.fo-
reco.2016.03.050. Read the text

Bischetti G.B., Bassanelli C., Chiaradia E.A., Minotta G., Vergani
C. (2016). "The effect of gap opening on soil reinforcement
in two conifer stands in northern Italy. Forest Ecology and
Management”. 359: 286-299, DOI: 10.1016/j.fo-
reco.2015.10.014.Read the text

Costanzo A., Panseri S., Giorgi A., Romano A., Caprioli M., Saino
N. (2016). "The odour of sex: sex-related differences in vo-
latile compound composition among barn swallow eggs
carryng embryos of either sex". PIoSONE 11(11): e0165055.
Doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0165055Read the text

Puglisi D., Cantaluppi E., Landonil., Giupponi L., Giorgi A., Pilu
R. (2016). "An ancient pointed maize rich in phlobaphenes:
the "Nero Spinoso" from Valcamonica (Brescia, Italy)".
Mountains 2016, Braganga, Portugal, 3-7 October. Poster e
abstract

Giorgi A., Pentimalli D., Giupponi L., Panseri S., Borgonovo G.,
Bassoli A. (2016). "Saffron (Crocus sativus L.) production as
strategies in a mountain contest". Mountains 2016, Braga-
n¢a, Portugal, 3-7 October. Poster e abstract

Giorgi A., Pentimalli D., Giupponi L., Panseri S. (2016). "Saffron
quality (Crocus sativus L.) of the Alpine areas". Mountains
2016, Braganca, Portugal, 3-7 October. Poster e abstract.

"Stelvio Lombardo, “quali opportunita per il territorio?”
in  QuiBrescia, 27 gennaio 2017Read the text

"Corso di Perfezionamento in Turismo sostenibile per la
Montagna"
in Gazzetta delle Valli, 26 gennaio 2017 Read the text

"Corso di Perfezionamento in Turismo sostenibile per la
Montagna"
in Intorno Tirano, 25 gennaio 2017Read the text

"Contest Turismo Sostenibile per la Montagna"
in MountainBlog, 25 gennaio 2017 Read the text

"Turismo sostenibile per la montagna, un corso in Val Ca-
monica"
in Popolis.it, 25 gennaio 2017 Read the text

"Corso di Perfezionamento in Turismo sostenibile per la
Montagna"
in News Istituto 25 aprile, 24 gennaio 2017Read the fext

"Corso di Perfezionamento in Turismo sostenibile per la
Montagna"
in Eventa.it, 23 gennaio 2017 Read the text

"Il turismo e la montagna a lezione di sostenibilita"
in Bresciaoggi, 21 gennaio 2017 Read the fext

"Tra boschi e montagna, nascono i laureati del futuro"
in  Araberara  Valcamonica, 20 gennaio 2017
Read the text

"Turismo sostenibile per la
in Federbim.it, 22 dicembre 2016 Read the text

montagna"

"Cime a Milano. In migliaia alla discesa dalla montagna in
citta"
in Montagne360, dicembre 2016 Read the text
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